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December 2019

GENERAL USE LEVEL DESIGNATION FOR BASIC, ENHANCED, AND

PHOSPHORUS TREATMENT

For the

MWS-Linear Modular Wetland

Ecology’s Decision:

Based on Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. application submissions, including the Technical
Evaluation Report, dated April 1, 2014, Ecology hereby issues the following use level
designation:

General use level designation (GULD) for the MWS-Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater
Treatment System for Basic treatment

1.

Sized at a hydraulic loading rate of 1 gallon per minute (gpm) per square foot (sq ft) of
wetland cell surface area. For moderate pollutant loading rates (low to medium density
residential basins), size the Prefilters at 3.0 gpm/sq ft of cartridge surface area. For high
loading rates (commercial and industrial basins), size the Prefilters at 2.1 gpm/sq ft of
cartridge surface area.

General use level designation (GULD) for the MWS-Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater
Treatment System for Phosphorus treatment

Sized at a hydraulic loading rate of 1 gallon per minute (gpm) per square foot (sq ft) of
wetland cell surface area. For moderate pollutant loading rates (low to medium density
residential basins), size the Prefilters at 3.0 gpm/sq ft of cartridge surface area. For high
loading rates (commercial and industrial basins), size the Prefilters at 2.1 gpm/sq ft of
cartridge surface area.

General use level designation (GULD) for the MWS-Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater
Treatment System for Enhanced treatment

Sized at a hydraulic loading rate of 1 gallon per minute (gpm) per square foot (sq ft) of
wetland cell surface area. For moderate pollutant loading rates (low to medium density
residential basins), size the Prefilters at 3.0 gpm/sq ft of cartridge surface area. For high
loading rates (commercial and industrial basins), size the Prefilters at 2.1 gpm/sq ft of
cartridge surface area.



4. Ecology approves the MWS - Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment System units

for Basic, Phosphorus, and Enhanced treatment at the hydraulic loading rate listed above.
Designers shall calculate the water quality design flow rates using the following procedures:

e Western Washington: For treatment installed upstream of detention or retention, the
water quality design flow rate is the peak 15-minute flow rate as calculated using the
latest version of the Western Washington Hydrology Model or other Ecology-approved
continuous runoff model.

e Eastern Washington: For treatment installed upstream of detention or retention, the
water quality design flow rate is the peak 15-minute flow rate as calculated using one of
the three methods described in Chapter 2.2.5 of the Stormwater Management Manual
for Eastern Washington (SWMMEW) or local manual.

e Entire State: For treatment installed downstream of detention, the water quality design
flow rate is the full 2-year release rate of the detention facility.

These use level designations have no expiration date but may be revoked or amended by
Ecology, and are subject to the conditions specified below.

Ecology’s Conditions of Use:

Applicants shall comply with the following conditions:

1.

Design, assemble, install, operate, and maintain the MWS — Linear Modular Wetland
Stormwater Treatment System units, in accordance with Modular Wetland Systems, Inc.
applicable manuals and documents and the Ecology Decision.

Each site plan must undergo Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. review and approval before
site installation. This ensures that site grading and slope are appropriate for use of a MWS
— Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment System unit.

. MWS — Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment System media shall conform to the

specifications submitted to, and approved by, Ecology.

The applicant tested the MWS — Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment System
with an external bypass weir. This weir limited the depth of water flowing through the
media, and therefore the active treatment area, to below the root zone of the plants. This
GULD applies to MWS — Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment Systems whether
plants are included in the final product or not.

. Maintenance: The required maintenance interval for stormwater treatment devices is often

dependent upon the degree of pollutant loading from a particular drainage basin. Therefore,
Ecology does not endorse or recommend a “one size fits all” maintenance cycle for a
particular model/size of manufactured filter treatment device.

e Typically, Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. designs MWS - Linear Modular Wetland
systems for a target prefilter media life of 6 to 12 months.

e Indications of the need for maintenance include effluent flow decreasing to below the
design flow rate or decrease in treatment below required levels.

e Owners/operators must inspect MWS - Linear Modular Wetland systems for a minimum
of twelve months from the start of post-construction operation to determine site-specific



maintenance schedules and requirements. You must conduct inspections monthly during
the wet season, and every other month during the dry season. (According to the
SWMMWW, the wet season in western Washington is October 1 to April 30. According
to SWMMEW, the wet season in eastern Washington is October 1 to June 30). After the
first year of operation, owners/operators must conduct inspections based on the findings
during the first year of inspections.

Conduct inspections by qualified personnel, follow manufacturer’s guidelines, and use
methods capable of determining either a decrease in treated effluent flowrate and/or a
decrease in pollutant removal ability.

When inspections are performed, the following findings typically serve as maintenance
triggers:

e Standing water remains in the vault between rain events, or
e Bypass occurs during storms smaller than the design storm.

o If excessive floatables (trash and debris) are present (but no standing water or
excessive sedimentation), perform a minor maintenance consisting of gross solids
removal, not prefilter media replacement.

e Additional data collection will be used to create a correlation between pretreatment
chamber sediment depth and pre-filter clogging (see Issues to be Addressed by the
Company section below)

6. Discharges from the MWS - Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment System units
shall not cause or contribute to water quality standards violations in receiving waters.

Applicant: Modular Wetland Systems, Inc.
Applicant's Address: 5796 Armada Drive, Suite 250

Carlsbad, CA 92008

Application Documents:

Original Application for Conditional Use Level Designation, Modular Wetland System,
Linear Stormwater Filtration System Modular Wetland Systems, Inc., January 2011

Quality Assurance Project Plan: Modular Wetland system — Linear Treatment System
performance Monitoring Project, draft, January 2011.

Revised Application for Conditional Use Level Designation, Modular Wetland System,
Linear Stormwater Filtration System Modular Wetland Systems, Inc., May 2011

Memorandum: Modular Wetland System-Linear GULD Application Supplementary Data,
April 2014

Technical Evaluation Report: Modular Wetland System Stormwater Treatment System
Performance Monitoring, April 2014.



Applicant's Use Level Request:

General use level designation as a Basic, Enhanced, and Phosphorus treatment device in
accordance with Ecology’s Guidance for Evaluating Emerging Stormwater Treatment
Technologies Technology Assessment Protocol — Ecology (TAPE) January 2011 Revision.

Applicant's Performance Claims:

The MWS — Linear Modular wetland is capable of removing a minimum of 80-percent
of TSS from stormwater with influent concentrations between 100 and 200 mg/I.

The MWS — Linear Modular wetland is capable of removing a minimum of 50-percent
of Total Phosphorus from stormwater with influent concentrations between 0.1 and 0.5
mg/l.

The MWS — Linear Modular wetland is capable of removing a minimum of 30-percent
of dissolved Copper from stormwater with influent concentrations between 0.005 and
0.020 mg/1.

The MWS — Linear Modular wetland is capable of removing a minimum of 60-percent
of dissolved Zinc from stormwater with influent concentrations between 0.02 and 0.30
mg/l.

Ecology Recommendations:

Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. has shown Ecology, through laboratory and field-
testing, that the MWS - Linear Modular Wetland Stormwater Treatment System filter
system is capable of attaining Ecology's Basic, Total phosphorus, and Enhanced
treatment goals.

Findings of Fact:

Laboratory Testing

The MWS-Linear Modular wetland has the:

Capability to remove 99 percent of total suspended solids (using Sil-Co-Sil 106) in a
quarter-scale model with influent concentrations of 270 mg/L.

Capability to remove 91 percent of total suspended solids (using Sil-Co-Sil 106) in
laboratory conditions with influent concentrations of 84.6 mg/L at a flow rate of 3.0
gpm per square foot of media.

Capability to remove 93 percent of dissolved Copper in a quarter-scale model with
influent concentrations of 0.757 mg/L.

Capability to remove 79 percent of dissolved Copper in laboratory conditions with
influent concentrations of 0.567 mg/L at a flow rate of 3.0 gpm per square foot of
media.

Capability to remove 80.5-percent of dissolved Zinc in a quarter-scale model with
influent concentrations of 0.95 mg/L at a flow rate of 3.0 gpm per square foot of media.

Capability to remove 78-percent of dissolved Zinc in laboratory conditions with influent
concentrations of 0.75 mg/L at a flow rate of 3.0 gpm per square foot of media.



Field Testing

Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. conducted monitoring of an MWS-Linear (Model

# MWS-L-4-13) from April 2012 through May 2013, at a transportation maintenance
facility in Portland, Oregon. The manufacturer collected flow-weighted composite
samples of the system’s influent and effluent during 28 separate storm events. The
system treated approximately 75 percent of the runoff from 53.5 inches of rainfall
during the monitoring period. The applicant sized the system at 1 gpm/sq ft. (wetland
media) and 3gpm/sq ft. (prefilter).

Influent TSS concentrations for qualifying sampled storm events ranged from 20 to 339
mg/L. Average TSS removal for influent concentrations greater than 100 mg/L (n=7)
averaged 85 percent. For influent concentrations in the range of 20-100 mg/L (n=18),
the upper 95 percent confidence interval about the mean effluent concentration was
12.8 mg/L.

Total phosphorus removal for 17 events with influent TP concentrations in the range of
0.1 to 0.5 mg/L averaged 65 percent. A bootstrap estimate of the lower 95 percent
confidence limit (LCL95) of the mean total phosphorus reduction was 58 percent.

The lower 95 percent confidence limit of the mean percent removal was 60.5 percent for
dissolved zinc for influent concentrations in the range of 0.02 to 0.3 mg/L (n=11).

The lower 95 percent confidence limit of the mean percent removal was 32.5 percent for
dissolved copper for influent concentrations in the range of 0.005 to 0.02 mg/L (n=14)
at flow rates up to 28 gpm (design flow rate 41 gpm). Laboratory test data augmented
the data set, showing dissolved copper removal at the design flow rate of 41 gpm (93
percent reduction in influent dissolved copper of 0.757 mg/L).

Issues to be addressed by the Company:

1.

Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. should collect maintenance and inspection data for the
first year on all installations in the Northwest in order to assess standard maintenance
requirements for various land uses in the region. Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. should
use these data to establish required maintenance cycles.

Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. should collect pre-treatment chamber sediment depth
data for the first year of operation for all installations in the Northwest. Modular
Wetland Systems, Inc. will use these data to create a correlation between sediment depth
and pre-filter clogging.

Technology Description:
Download at http://www.modularwetlands.com/

Contact Information:
Applicant: Zach Kent

BioClean A Forterra Company.
5796 Armada Drive, Suite 250

Carlsbad, CA 92008
zach.kent@forterrabp.com



http://www.modularwetlands.com/
mailto:zach.kent@forterrabp.com

Applicant website: http://www.modularwetlands.com/

Ecology web link: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wg/stormwater/newtech/index.html

Ecology:

Revision History

Douglas C. Howie, P.E.
Department of Ecology
Water Quality Program
(360) 407-6444
douglas.howie@ecy.wa.gov

Date Revision

June 2011 Original use-level-designation document

September 2012 Revised dates for TER and expiration

January 2013 Modified Design Storm Description, added Revision Table, added
maintenance discussion, modified format in accordance with Ecology
standard

December 2013 Updated name of Applicant

April 2014 Approved GULD designation for Basic, Phosphorus, and Enhanced
treatment

December 2015 Updated GULD to document the acceptance of MWS-Linear
Modular Wetland installations with or without the inclusion of plants

July 2017 Revised Manufacturer Contact Information (name, address, and
email)

December 2019 Revised Manufacturer Contact Address



http://www.modularwetlands.com/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wg/stormwater/newtech/index.html
mailto:douglas.howie@ecy.wa.gov

ATTACHMENT 2 — HYDROMODIFICATION MANAGEMENT CONTROLS:
SUPPORT DOCUMENTATION & CHECKLIST

[ Check this box if this attachment is empty because the project is exempt from PDP
hydromodification management requirements.

Each of the attachments indicated below should be considered for inclusion with the SWQMP. Use this
checklist to indicate which attachments are included behind this coversheet.

Management Exhibit

Attachment Contents Checklist
Sequence
Attachment 2A | Hydromodification Included

See Hydromodification Management Exhibit
Checklist on the back of this Attachment cover
sheet.

Attachment 2B

Management of Critical Coarse
Sediment Yield Areas

See Section 6.2 of the BMP
Design Manual.

[ ] Exhibit showing project drainage boundaries
marked on WMAA Critical Coarse Sediment Yield
Area Map

Analyses, as applicable, for Critical Coarse Sediment
Yield Area Determination, per BMP Design Manual:

[] 6.2.1 Verification of Geomorphic Landscape
Units Onsite
6.2.2 Downstream Systems Sensitivity to Coarse
Sediment
6.2.3 Optional Additional Analysis of Potential
Critical Coarse Sediment Yield Areas Onsite

Attachment 2C

Geomorphic Assessment of
Receiving Channels

See Section 6.3.4 of the BMP
Design Manual.

Not performed
[] Included

[] submitted as separate stand-alone document

Attachment 2D

Flow Control Facility Design,
including Structural BMP
Drawdown Calculations and
Overflow Design Summary

See Chapter 6 and Appendix G
of the BMP Design Manual

Included

[] submitted as separate stand-alone document

Attachment 2E

Vector Control Plan

[ Included

Not required because BMPs will drain in less
than 96 hours
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ATTACHMENT 2A — HYDROMODIFICATION MANAGEMENT EXHIBIT

For Attachment 2A, provide map(s) for the project site, titled “Hydromodification Management Exhibit.”
The checklist below identifies minimum elements that must be included with the exhibit.

Underlying hydrologic soil group

Approximate depth to groundwater

Existing natural hydrologic features (watercourses, seeps, springs, wetlands, etc.)

[] critical coarse sediment yield areas to be protected

Existing topography and impervious areas

Existing and proposed site drainage network and storm drain structures

Proposed connections to offsite drainage

Proposed demolition

Proposed grading

Proposed impervious features

Proposed design features and surface treatments used to minimize imperviousness

Points of Compliance for hydromodification management

Existing and proposed drainage boundary and drainage area to each Point of Compliance (when
necessary, create separate exhibits for pre-development and post-project conditions)

Structural BMPs for hydromodification management (location, type, and size)
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BMP Sizing Spreadsheet V3.0

Project Name: Vista Hacienda
Project Applicant: City Ventures
Jurisdiction: City of Vista
Parcel (APN): 166-440-27-00
Hydrologic Unit: Carlsbad
Rain Gauge: Oceanside
Total Project Area (sf): 202,866
Channel Susceptibility: High




BMP Sizing Spreadsheet V3.0
Project Name: Vista Hacienda Hydrologic Unit: Carlsbad
Project Applicant: City Ventures Rain Gauge: Oceanside
Jurisdiction: City of Vista Total Project Area: 202,866
Parcel (APN): 166-440-27-00 Low Flow Threshold: 0.1Q2
BMP Name: BMP-1 BMP Type: Cistern
BMP Native Soil Type: N/A - Impervious Liner BMP Infiltration Rate (in/hr): NA
Areas Draining to BMP HMP Sizing Factors Minimum BMP Size
Area Weighted Runoff
DMA Pre Project Soil Post Project Factor Volume Volume (CF)
Name Area (sf) Type Pre-Project Slope Surface Type (Table G.2-1)!
DMA 1 - Impervious 39,505 C Steep Concrete 1.0 0.14 5531
DMA 1 - Pervious 7,654 C Steep Landscape 0.1 0.14 107
0 0
DMA 2 - Impervious 19,788 C Steep Concrete 1.0 0.14 2770
DMA 2 - Pervious 3,571 C Steep Landscape 0.1 0.14 50
0 0
DMA 3 - Imperious 38,734 C Steep Concrete 1.0 0.14 5423
DMA 3 - Pervious 9,010 C Steep Landscape 0.1 0.14 126
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
BMP Tributary Area 118,262 Minimum BMP Size 14007
Proposed BMP Size* 16013 * Assumes standard configuration
10.00
Standard Cistern Depth (Overflow Elevation) 3.5 ft
Provided Cistern Depth (Overflow Elevation) 3.5 ft
Minimum Required Cistern Footprint) 4002 CF
Notes:

1. Runoff factors which are used for hydromodification management flow control (Table G.2-1) are different from the runoff factors used for pollutant control BMP sizing (Table B.1-1). Table references are taken from the San Diego Region Model BMP Design Mant
Describe the BMP's in sufficient detail in your PDP SWQMP to demonstrate the area, volume, and other criteria can be met within the constraints of the site.

BMP's must be adapted and applied to the conditions specific to the development project such as unstable slopes or the lack of available head.
Designated Staff have final review and approval authority over the project design.

This BMP Sizing Spreadsheet has been updated in conformance with the San Diego Region Model BMP Design Manual, April 2018. For questions or concerns please contact the jurisdiction in which your project is located.



BMP Sizing Spreadsheet V3.0

Project Name: Vista Hacienda Hydrologic Unit: Carlsbad
Project Applicant: City Ventures Rain Gauge: Oceanside
Jurisdiction: City of Vista Total Project Area: 202,866
Parcel (APN): 166-440-27-00 Low Flow Threshold: 0.1Q2
BMP Name BMP-1 BMP Type: Cistern
DMA Rain Gauge Pre-developed Condition Unit Runoff Ratio DMA Area (ac) Orifice Flow - %Q, Orifice Area
Name Soil Type Slope (cfs/ac) (cfs) (in%)
DMA 1 - Impervious Oceanside C Steep 0.499 0.907 0.045 0.67
DMA 1 - Pervious Oceanside C Steep 0.499 0.176 0.009 0.13
DMA 2 - Impervious Oceanside C Steep 0.499 0.454 0.023 0.33
DMA 2 - Pervious Oceanside C Steep 0.499 0.082 0.004 0.06
DMA 3 - Imperious Oceanside C Steep 0.499 0.889 0.044 0.65
DMA 3 - Pervious Oceanside C Steep 0.499 0.207 0.010 0.15
3.50 0.135 2.00 1.60
Max Orifice Head Max Tot. Allowable Max Tot. Allowable Max Orifice
Orifice Flow Orifice Area Diameter
(feet) (cfs) (in%) (in)
Provide Hand Calc. 0.136 2.01 1.600
Average outflow during " " Selected
Max Orifice Outflow Actual Orifice Area " ]
surface drawdown Orifice Diameter
(cfs) (cfs) (in’) (in)

Drawdown (Hrs)






